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first detailed interrogation of two 

ITALl/N SIGS OPERATORS 



Name; 

Rank: 

Unit; 

FP No: 
t Captured; 
Secret No: 
Interrogated: 

Subjeot of Report : 



SuiGTIuTTI, Franco MERLO, Enrico 

pte 1 Pte 

12 TP,- 4 J11OTOVA BN, 1 ARTY REGT, MONTE ROSA ALPINE D. 
81687 A> 81687/D 

31 Dec 1+4, nr MOLAZZANA, Fifth Array Front 
M if 5/22 M 45/23 , 

CSDIC, CMP, 15 Jan A5 

M ROSA Div; Sigs Training, Eqpt and Procedure, Meteor Signal! 
in Code. 




1. PREAMBLE 

i 

(a) SAGPATTI 

FV is a 19 yr old ry employee (telegraphist) from BQtXJGNA. Conscripted 
into Republican Army. Of average intelligence and answered questions willingly. 

Function: ex-WT operator; Reliability; Fair 

“ LT operator 

■* 

(b) MERLO 

Rf is a 19 yr old ry employee (telegraphist) from nr PAVIA. _ 
Conscripted into the Republican Array. Answered questions, but has little infm or 
value . 

Function: I IS. operator Reliability : Fair 

* " 11 1 -* 1 o 

2. HISTORY AND MOVEMENTS 



Called lip to BOLOGNA Area HQ and sent to GERMANY to a Camp 
at HEUBERG where 4 Bn, 1 .arty Regt, ITALIA Div was in tng. 
Transferred to 12 Tp, 4 MARTOVA Bn, 1 Arty Regt, M ROSA 
Alpine Div ,at MUENSINGEN (WUERTTEMBERG) . 

Arrived with unit at GENOA. Unit then moved at short 
intervals to CHIAVARI, SAN COLQMBANO, and, on or about 
Arrived with unit at GRAVEGLIA , nr CHIAVARI, where unit 
remained for over two months (parts of it moved to GENOA- 
QUARTO in the meantime, and others tp MELE, nr VOLTBI, and 
came back later). 

Arrived at the front in the region of CASTELNUOVO di 
GALFAGNANO. 

Captured nr MOLAZZANA, 



Called up to TORTQNx", Area HQ and sent from there to 
HEUHERG Camp, 

Subsequent movements as for SAGUATTI . 

3. TRAINING AND EQUIPMENT 

- PW were not trained as wireless operators (in GERMANY), as 1 Arty Regt 

of M ROSa Div already had enough operators by the time they joined it (MERLO stated 
that this was because numbers of recruits came from-ry offices in N ITALY and were 
acquainted with telegraphy, therefore wanted little tng). They were trained as LT 
operators and maint men. After the Div arrived in ITALY, SAGUATTI was given tng on 
"b" and "k" sets and taught to encipher and decipher messages (see pard 5 below). 
Tng was usually carried out by Italian officers and NCOs. 

4 MANTOVA Bn was equipped with "k" WP sets. East troop had two sets, 
one for the CJP and one for the GPO's Comd Post. However, WT cemns were only used 
■when LT did not work. Field telephones were of the FF 33 type. 



(af' SAGUATTI 

1 Jun 44 
1 0 Jul 44 
25 Jul A4 

15 Aug 1*4 

* / 

1. • 

4 Nov 44 
31 Dec 44 
' ( b ) MERLO 

2 Jun Mf 



a 
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4. CALLSIGNS, FREQUENCIES AND CODEMAMES (& 1 GUAITI) 



1 Callsigns were made up of three symbols and issued monthly to HQ Regt 

by the Div Sigs Offr. Regt sent them down to Bn HQ for the tfhole month and the 
NCOs i/c stns were given callsigns for a period of ten days. Frequencie s were 
allotted in the same way. Both callsigns and frequencies were supposed to change 
daily at midnight. Often frequencies were changed without requiring sanction from 
Div Sigs Offr, because of poor reception. 

PW stated that as far as he knew callsigns and frequencies were allotted 
to units m the Div after computation by Italian personnel (cf CSDIC(MAIN-)/T 19 
App "A", para B.) 

, Telephone codenames (according to both PW) were changed* eveiy twenty 
days. As an example F¥ quoted 'codenames which were used on 30 Dec 2(4 (sub-units 
having some codename plus numbers), 

HQ It- MAHTQVA Bn ’ : FONTANA 

OP 12 Tp, 4 HANTOVa Bn FONTANA 121 

HQ 12 Tp, 4 KiNTOVA Bn : FONTANA 122 

-PW told forward interrogators that 1ST ( 9 ) callsigns were usually made 
up of three letters, but now states that both figures and letters Were used. It is 
believed that PW most probably referred to RT comns when quoting the following 
example , 2 ^. on 30 Doc callsign of 12 Tp was TCJR, letters being spelt with the aid 
of names of Italian oitics, viz TORINO, UDINE, ROMA. 

5. CHHER (SAGUATTl) 

Cipher used by 1 Arty Regt, down to troop level, was of the box-square 
type, PW was only slightly acquainted with it compared with Sources interrogated 
previously. All he knew was the general -principle on which it was worked and that 
it was issued to units by the Germans, some of the docs received by his Tp being 
printed partly in the Gorman language. Keys changed daily. 

6 . METEOR SIGNALS IN 00IE (BARBARAMELDUNGCN) (SAGKJATTl) 



PW stated that at 12 Tp HQ there was a receiving set (German made) used 
for listening in to Meteor Signals (BARBARAMELDUNGEN) . He could only speak of trans- 
missions. of such signals as at Sep 44 when he was doing WT work, At that time trans- 
missions were supposed tc be made from a place in the vicinity of MILAN and they tbok 
place daily at 121 5> 1815 and 0315 hrs. When the unit moved into the line he heard 
that these transmissions (or orders for listening in 9 ) were. at two-hourly intervals, 
but he could not say whether they took place on the hour, quarter past the hour, eto. 
For further details see App "A". 

7. PERSONALITIES 

(a) Italians in 1 Arty Regt M ROSA Div (end Dec 44) 

r i 

OC 

OC 4 MANTOVA Hn 

J 

Grd Offr ("AIUTANTE MAGGIOHE") in 4 Bn 
At Bn HQ 
OC 10 Tp 
OC 11 TP 
OC 12 Tp 
GPO 12 Tp 
OP Offr 12 Tp 
WT operator at HQ 4 Bn 

II II II If If 



Lt-Col GROSSI 


Major 


PACE 


Lieut 


LAGGBTENA 


Lieut 


SziVINI 


Capt 


SANZO 


Capt 


SCARLATTA 


Capt 


WfJLFARI 


Lieut 


MALVICINI 


2/Lt 


SAIHENE 


Sjt 


BONONI 


Cpl 


LORENZI 


L/Cpl 


GANONICA 


Fte 


CAREESCO 



■f 
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Pte , 


PANATO 


, wj Operator at HQ 4- Bn 


Cpl 


PEA 


iT? Operator in 12 Tp 


Pte 


1L*PPI 


n n n w H 


Pte 


TGMMASI 


n ii it ii H 

\ 


Pte 


TURRINI 


it n n ii n 


Sjt 


CASiiTI 


l/c IE det in 12 Tp 


Pte 


IETJ 1 1 iBORi * 


In LT dot in 12 Tp 


German 




i 


CSM 


RUCK 


German instructor in HT (FE33) at 
HEUEERG Tng Camp (10 Jul 44) 


Sjt 


BUCHNER or 
BUCKNER 


Instructor in use of Cipher, with 
Liaison Unit to M ROSA Div (Bep 44*) 


2/Lt 


WENISCH 


Geman LO to 12 Tp, 4 MANTOVA Bn {D< 



Additional Ital ian non-si?3 personnel in M ROSA.Dlv (Nor 44) 

— — (FT Sources in CSDIC ( K\IN) A 19.) 



Gen CARLONI 
Major MARCARINO 

i 

Lieut ROCCARING 

2/Lt VALPARAISO 

Lieut ZIRGN 

2/Lt SARTGRO 

2/Lt HE ITER r 

2/Lt RQHAGNOLI 

TO (Maresciallo) G**TTI 

TO (Mar. Capo) PIEIRi*NI 

% 

Lieut *.LBERi* 

2/Lt MASS*'*. 

TO (Mar.Hap-friore) PROFILI 

\ 

TO (Mar, Capo) KENDINI 1 
Capt GIGLIOTI 
Lieut SEERA 
Lieut COLO SD SO 
2/Lt GRASSO 
2/Lt SPOTORNC 
2/Lt NAPOLITANO 



GOO 

GSO 2 (Cps), at Div HQ 
Adjt XXIII Recce Bn 

On staff of Recce Bn. Comes from TUNIS 
OC 2 Sqn, Recce Bn 
Admin Offr Recce Bn 
00 1 Sqn 
OC 1 Tp 

l/c Mule Tpt Column in 2 Sqn 

In 2 Sqn 

OC 3 Sqn 

OC En? EL» 3 Sqn 

In " ,l 

In 1 Alpini Reet 

OC 1 Bn, 3 Hegt 

OC HQ Coy, 1 Bn, 3 Re?* 

CC 5 (Hy) Ooy, 1 Bn, 3 Reet 

j n II I! »l •» 

j n It It II •• 

In 

\ A.G.B. 



C.S.D.I.C. 
C.JI.P. , 

22 Jan 4-5 • 



I i V(U>r, ' 

j r -'(R.P.P. EDVARDS) 

' Lt-Ool. 

Comdt CSDIC y CKF • 



-f* 
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METEOR SIGNALS IN CODE ( Bj'iRBAR/JffiLDUNGEN^ 

(ref para! '6 of 1 att report) 



Signals of meteor data were sent in two-figure code. According to !PV7 wind 
velocity (from 1 to 12), barometric pressure and direction of wind were given. 

Messages began with a number of two digits which save the key to the, code, followed 
by the date and the spotheight ("quota") of the place where the meteor observations 
had been made. After that followed figure -bigrams. These were taken down on a 
special form provided for the purpose and which was drawn up on the lire s of sketch 1, 
The figures (bigrams) in column 1 of sketch were printed on the form in that order. 
Source did not know if they were meant to indicate time of flight, or height of 
apex of trajectory above line o„f sight. All he could say was that he was certain 
column 1 looked as illustrated, and that, of the three figure-bigrams following the ' 
group already printed on the, form, the last one indicated the velocity of the wind 
(from 1 to 12). Barometrid pressure was indicated by either the first or second 
figure-bigram (NOT counting that printed on the form), as was direction of wind. 

The direction of wind was indicated by means of German Field Compass (MARSCHKDMPASS- 
Z AHT.'RW ) bearings (double hundred mil s) . 

(NBTE:- IW GEESE (cf- CSDIC(M»IN)/ty 25) when asked to supply the order in 

which meteor data was given in signals stated that it was given in 
the following order and contained these elements: 

1) Velocity of wind (LU5TGESCHIOT©IGKEIT) 

2) Humidity of air (LUFTFEUGHTIGKEIT) 

- 3 ) Decimal places of ballistic pressure (DEZIMALEN DES BALLISTISCHEN 

(for calculating air density) LHPTGEWICKEES) , 

It is thought that PVf GEESE ’ s infra is more reliable.) 



10 
15 
. 20 
25 
30 
40 
50 
60 
70 
80 
90 



Sketch 1 



53 25 40 



*■* 
• • 



In this exang)le 53, ’25, 40 are 
„ ra6teor-data. in code. \ 

In order to decode a message a 
monthly table was used which contain- 
ed over 100 key numbers - see sketoh 
1 , (F7 stated he was sure key numbers 

went beyond the 100 mark, to about 150^ 
The key number in massages gave the 
starting place in the table for de- 
coding. Thus if the example above was 
signalled in key No 35, the encoded 
message was placed along the table 
from key numbers 35 - 4-5 incl and 
the ^coding figure-higrams were de- 
/ ducted from the figure-bigrams in 

the signal. Thus 53, 25, 4-0 (groups 
signalled) less 4-9, 20, 30 (figure- 
bigroms opposite key No 35) would 
! give clear 04, 05, 10, 



Sketch 2 - Decoding Table 



+ Addition groups 
(subtracted when 
decoding) , 



1 

I 



ll 

5 



1 37 
! 38 
« 39 
40 

I 
! 

I 100! 

I 101 



49 '20 30 + 



’ 149 



1 
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S.I.S. , 

G-2(P/W) , ■‘VFHQ 

GSl(s), 15 Group, 
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